
Lacuna Fund Grantee Convening 
20-21 September 2024 

20 September: 8:30AM – 5:30PM 

21 September: 8:30AM – 4:00PM 

Martinique New York on Broadway  

49 West 32nd Street, New York, NY 10001  

Ballroom AB 

PARTICIPANT LIST 

 

 

GRANTEES 
Agnes Kiragga 

African Population and Health Research Center 

Climate & Health  

 

Alex Quistberg 

Drexel University 

Climate & Health 

 

Anica Araneta 

Thinking Machines Data Science 

Climate & Health 

 

Catherina Cader 

Reiner Lemoine Institut gGmbH (RLI) 

Climate & Energy 

 

Ciira Maina 

Dedan Kimathi University of Technology/Data 

Science Africa 

Climate & Forests 

 

Cristina Aguilar 

Fundacion Ecociencia 

Climate & Forests 

 

Diana Mastracci 

GEO Indigenous Alliance 

Climate & Forests 

 

David Makori 

International Center of Insect Physiology and 

Ecology (ICIPE) 

Climate & Forests 

 

Emmanuel Chukwuma 

Alliance for Progressive and Sustainable 

Environment 

Climate & Energy 

 

Fabrice Zapfack 

Data354 

Climate & Forests 

 

Foster Mensah 

Center for Remote Sensing and Geographic 

Information Services 

Climate & Forests 

 

Gul Muhammad Khan 

Center of Intelligent Systems Network and 

Research (CiSNR) 

Climate & Energy 

 

Heath Beckett 

Stellenbosch University 

Climate & Forests 

 

Isabela Katime Arroyave 

Centre Tecnològic de Telecomunicacions de 

Catalunya (CTTC) / Instituto de Investigaciones 

Marinas y Costeras - INVEMAR 

Climate & Forests 

 

Jose Cordova-Garcia 

ESPOL University 

Climate & Energy 
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Joseph Philipo Telemala 

Sokoine University of Agriculture 

Climate & Health 

 

Kenmoe Kendie 

World Resources Institute 

Climate & Forests 

 

María Fernanda Ramírez Bernal 

Despacio 

Climate & Energy 

 

Merl Syrex Chandana 

LIRNEasia 

Climate & Energy 

 

Michael Anthony 

Balipara Foundation 

Climate & Forests 

 

Naveed Arshad 

Lahore University of Management Sciences 

(LUMS) 

Climate & Energy 

 

Patricia Anne Faustino 

Thinking Machines Data Science 

Climate & Health 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rafidiharinirina Fabienne 

Mananarivoarisoa 

Madagascar Initiatives for Digital Innovation 

Climate & Energy 

 

Rodolfo de Carvalho Pacagnella 

UNICAMP 

Climate & Health 

 

Salako Kolawole Valere 

Laboratory of Biomathematics and Forest 

Estimations, University of Abomey-Calavi 

Climate & Forests 

 

Sarah Akello 

Makerere University 

Climate & Forests 

 

Shubham Tandon 

United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP) 

Climate & Energy 

 

Sunimal Rathnayake 

University of Moratuwa 

Climate & Energy 

 

Yogesh Beeharry 

University of Mauritius 

Climate & Energy 
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STEERING COMMITTEE  
Balthas Seibold 

GIZ FAIR Forward - AI for All 

 

Gillian Dowie 

International Development Research Centre 

(IDRC) 

 

Shikoh Gitau 

Qhala 

 

Teki Akuetteh Falconer 

Africa Digital Rights Hub LBG 

 

Vukosi Marivate 

University of Pretoria, Deep Learning Indaba 

 

 

PARTNERS 
Albert Njoroge Kahira 

Datawise Africa 

 

Anne Salim 

Qhala 

 

Caitlin Kraft-Buchman 

Women at the Table 

 

Dan Hammer 

Clay 

 

Ibrahim Yusuf 

AfriClimateAI 

 

Michelle Ogolla 

Qhala 

 

Priya Donti 

Climate Change AI 

 

 

 

LACUNA FUND SECRETARIAT 
Adela Briansó Junquera 

Meridian Institute 

 

Haidee Clauer 

Meridian Institute 

 

Jennifer Pratt Miles 

Meridian Institute 

 

Juan Lazo-Bautista 

Meridian Institute 

 

Katrina Gehman 

Meridian Institute 

 

Yomi Ogedegbe 

Meridian Institute 

 

 

GUESTS 
Alexandra Robinson 

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 

 

Anahita Alexander-Sefre 

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 

 

Flavia Marcos Cabaco 

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 

 

Hon. Peter Lokachapong (TBC) 

Kenyan Parliament 

  

 

 

 

 


